Rapid and easy method to extract and preserve DNA from Cryptococcus neoformans and other pathogenic yeasts.
The mucopolysaccharide capsule of Cryptococcus neoformans and other pathogenic yeasts prevent the extraction of DNA from these important zoonotic agents. We report that the use of a lysis buffer containing a high concentration of urea is an easy, efficient and time-saving technique to obtain high yields of good-quality DNA for molecular diagnosis. The use of urea also prevents the degradation of DNA during storage of samples at room temperature for up to 6 months.